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farmers, or even country gentlemen. Of the twelve, only
Herault de Seehelles and Collot d'Herbois can be called
Parisians, Barere and Jean Bon Saint-Andre came from the
southern provinces of Gascony and Guienne respectively>
Couthon from Auvergne, Prieur of the Cote-d'Or and Carnot
from Burgundy, Prieur of the Marne from Champagne, Saint-
Just from Picardy, Robespierre from Artois, Robert Lindct
from Normandy, and Billaud-Varenne from La Rochelle, the
capital of the little province of Aunis With regard to their
seats in the Convention, Robespierre, Billaud-Varenne, and
Collot d'Herbois represented Paris, Carnot the Pas-de-Calais,
Robert Lindet the Euro, Saint-Just the Aisne, Pierre Louis
Prieur the Marne, Prieur-Duvernois the Cote-d'Or, Herault de
Seehelles the Seine-et~Oise, Couthon the Puy-de-Donie, Jean
Bon Saint-Andre' the Lot, and Barere the Hautes-Pyre'ne'es.
It is also important to see what training for political life the
members of the Great Committee of Public Safety had re-
ceived. Three of them, Robespierre, Barere, and Prieur of the
Marne, had been members of the Constituent Assembly, and
had been conspicuous on the extreme left towards the end of
its session,1 and had afterwards been elected to legal offices,
Prieur as vice-president and Robespierre as public prosecutor
of the criminal tribunal of the Seine, and Barere as president
of the court of appeal of his department, the Hautes-Pyrenees.
Five of them, Herault de Sechelles, Couthon, Robert Lindet,
Carnot, and Prieur of the C&te-d'Or, had been members of the
Legislative Assembly, of whom the three civilians had pre-
viously held local office under the new constitution as judge
of the district tribunal of Clermont-Ferrand, procureur-syndic
of the district of Bernay, and agent of the court of appeal at
Paris respectively. The other four members had sat in
neither of the former representative assemblies, but had all
played a part in politics before their election to the Convention.
Jean Bon Saint-Andre had been a conspicuous member of the
popular society of Montauban, and had played a prominent
part in the disturbances there,2 Saint-Just had made himself
1 Vol i p, 438 , vol. ii p 40.           2 Vol. i. p 489-402.